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äh Floki in Jelling, | 5333 | Foki sent barm to kill Thorfinn so 
4 | the king's stronghold. 221 that his grandson Baldr could be the 

EE He fought off Floki's сад leader of the band. 


| had his troops escort 
| Thorfinn to this base. — 
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A town on Funen Island. The rest of 
Leif s group waited for Thorfinn to 
г regroup with them here, - 


BUG-EYED 
THORFINN 


Hild's crossbow and Darm s spear are my own design. For story purposes, they 
need to have their own unique gimmicks, so І labored to come up with my own 
ideas, but it’s very hard being limited to what was possible a thousand years 
ago. There’are no screws. No springs. No gears. It\would be so easy for the 
connector on Darm s spear to just pop on and off with a screw, but I can't 
design that. I haveto come up with an idea that would be feasible with the 
technology of the time: When drawing the, Viking lifestyle, there are many 
times when I think, "No way, they didn't have this yet? That would suck!” They 
had spoons, but no forks. There were no potatoes or corn, their hearths had 
no chimneys for ventilation, they had no heels on their shoes, and nobody had 
| underwear. Oh, and no pockets on theirtrousers and shirts. It's really hard to 

i | work with that in the story. You're like, “He just pulled out some silver, but 
| from where?” But the.worst of all is.that there's no musical notation. There's 
по way-to know what kind of-melodies they.playedsin their songs, and what 
the rhythms were; That's information that s forever lost. I wish I knew what 
| 1;000-year-old Scandinavian songs-sounded like: 
— | I wonder if they had musical-trends. 
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GET IT. WE 
CAME HERE 
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CAN LET YOU 


GO THIS ONCE. 
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WANTS 
HAND-TO- 
HAND 
COMBAT 
MOST OF 
ALL. 


DO YOU REALLY 
WANT TO SEE THE 
BEAST AWAKEN 
WITHIN ME...? 

I WARN YOU, 
THERE WILL BE NO 
STOPPING IT WHEN 
THIS HAPPENS. 
BELIEVE ME WHEN І 
SAY I DON’T WANT 
YOU TO BE TORN 
LIMB FROM LIMB. 
I SUGGEST YOU 
LEAVE FOR TODAY 
AND COME AGAIN 
TOMORROW, UNDER 
MORE FAVORABLE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 
I SAY THIS FOR 
YOUR SAKE ALONE. 


DON’T 
WANT TO 
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THAT IT? 
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SWORDS ARE 
THE TOOLS OF 
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FUL, SIR? 
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TAKE HIM 
BUT WE'LL BACK TO 
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I CAN GO 
AHEAD AND 
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inl 4 
N Ма, ус 
E Wem Aii Ж 
m К) 2: | (і ^ y N 
TAY \ к; Vea y бу, 


IN | 
“а 14 
: ў ( WAM, |: 


v СМ У VA 


WHAT'S 
MAKING 
YOU ACT 
OUT LIKE 
THIS? IS IT 
ANGER AT 
SOCIETY? 


COOL IT WITH 
THE BAD-BOY 
ACT, KARLI. 
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PUTTING ROCKS 
AND BUGS IN 
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HE SAID, 
“JOIN THE 
ATTACKING 

SIDE BEFORE 
THE BATTLE 
STARTS AT 
JOMSBORG.” 


AND “BRING 
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WEAPONS.” 
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THORKELL’S 
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SHORE UP 
THE DEFENSES, 
AND DON'T 
RANGE OUT FOR 
ANY WASTEFUL 
SKIRMISHES. 


THERE'S 
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THAT'S 
OUR SIGGY, 
BACK 
IN THE 
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THAT'S 

QUITE A 
SKILL YOU'VE 
GOT THERE, 
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WASN'T THIS 
WHOLE TRIP 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE ABOUT 
TAKING 
GUDRID BACK 


BURNED 
INTO ASH. 
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NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE 
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THAT’S IT. 
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ALL OF THIS 
TENSION 15 THE 
RESULT OF A 
SIMPLE MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING 
CAUSED BY GARM 
HERE ACTING 
OUTSIDE OF HIS 
ORDERS. 


АМ TN ኮሬ 
N W DR 


11? a 7) «аў ARA % 


V 21 22 
5 ES oe Jé МА ЖА 7 


177 
(ри 
ық UNDO YOUR 
BLOCKADE 
| АТ ОМСЕ, 


не A |o "| THORKELL. 
УДЫ 


КС Ца 


e 52 хе 


ах 
2: шүд 
сэр 
ў 


o>, 
ሪ 


ЕТТІ (2 17 й 
tf 


ER 

ра a к i 

17 Ma EN 
7 cS 


e SM 
T 52 


ЖЕ ያህ 


FLOHI 15 
PREPARED 
TO 
WELCOME 
YOU WITH 
A FEAST IF 
YOU DO. 


| “Я t 
wy M 
WA y 
W 18 
|ቿ 477 Y v 


|. | “р 
A ሺ 


Al 
RIGHT, PVE 
HEARD YOU 


WITH NO 
WISH TO 
CONTINUE 


МК d № 
1 qual | 
/ UL. 
| 522 
Ae i^ 


AS 
I HAVE 
STATED! 


a 27 t 
WA quu а 

19 
(| li /* 


Ё 
ህሪ ቁ 


ዕሉ 


42) JA 


117 EN 


WHEN 
THAT HAPPENS, 
BEGGARS CAN'T 
BE CHOOSERS. 
YOU JUST WANT 
SOMETHING TO 

DRINK, DON'T 

You? 


WHEN 
| IT comes 
| ТО BEER... 


IM QUITE 
PARTIAL ТО 


I'M STILL 
TALKING. 


WHEN YOU'RE 
LOOKING FORWARD 
TO A GOOD SAXON 

BEER AT NIGHT, 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
HOLD OFF ALL DAY 
SO THAT IT TASTES 
ESPECIALLY GOOD, 
GOT THAT? 
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BARRELS 
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RIGHT? 
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Translation Notes 


Skaldic poetry, page 26 


One of the chief 
forms of Old 
Norse poetry. 
Skalds were poets 
kept by kings or 
other nobles who 
composed tales 
of the deeds and 
battles of their 
patrons. Thus 


$ RECITE THE 
skaldic poetry SAGA OF THE 
BATTLE OF 
almost always has HJÓRUNGAVÁGR 
: FROM MEMORY! 
an attributed and CAN I SHAKE 
: YOUR HAND?! 
reliable author, WOW, THIS 15 { 
as opposed to the THEBEST Ч! 


other form of Old Г ን ው 
Norse poetry, eddic poems, which are anonymous. Skaldic poetry is also known for 


being the more ornate and complex of the two in terms of form and meter. 


With enough spunk..., page 93 


This is actually a catchphrase of the 
legendary wrestler Antonio Inoki. 
In Japanese, the phrase is Genki 

ga areba nandemo dekiru, which 
literally means “if you have energy/ 
liveliness, you can do anything.” 
The connection to Thorkell is surely 
based mostly on his appearance— 
Inoki’s most famous physical feature 
is his long, jutting chin, very similar 
to Thorkell’s. 
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We аге pleased to present you 
with a special interview from 
REALQ with Makoto Yukimura! 


REALQ 


Our goal in REALQ is to connect and 
share mutual values of our youth in 
Japan and the rest of the world. 


We believe that spreading these values 
will give our youth a bigger perspective 
of the world. 


www.real-q.net 


(Interview with Makoto Yukimura] 
г 


Photographic by Keita Yasukawa 
REALQ: What kind of child were you? 


Yukimura: | was a laid back kid, who took a very, very long time to 
come to a decision. Га be late to dinner because І was thinking about 
something or other. Once, while | was alternately touching the right and 
left eyes of a snail, | became aware that night had fallen. | wondered 
why my group of friends were always in such a hurry. | would focus 

on something and lose the ability to tell if time was passing quickly or 
slowly. 


> 


> VN 87 4: 
Photographic by Keita Yasukawa 


REALQ: When did you first encounter manga? 


Yukimura: | was five-years-old and the manga was Akira Toriyama’s 
Dr. Slump. | remember thinking the cover art was cool. When | was 
little, | used to think that the cover art and the story inside were drawn 
by different people. [Laughs] 


But | watched the Dr. Slump anime before І read the manga. Later, 
someone told me that there was a manga that the anime was based on 
and | found the weekly magazine where it was serialized. 


In the beginning, | was dubious. | didn’t see why there needed to be 
both a manga and an anime. Like, why do the same thing twice? How- 
ever, after | saw them both it made sense because each had its own 
idiosyncracies. 


REALQ:Did your parents say anything to you about reading 
manga? 


Yukimura: No, they never said anything. They came from a generation 
who said reading manga made you an idiot, but they didn’t say any- 
thing. They didn’t say anything when | told them at 16 that | wanted to 
draw manga, either. 


Photographic by Keita Yasukawa 


REALQ: Was there anything that your parents, siblings, or people 
around you would say to you often? 


Yukimura: There certainly must have been various things, but | don’t 
remember because | was probably concentrating on something else 
at the time and didn’t hear them. However, one thing | do remember is 
being told to watch out for cars. Like, at the very least, try not to die. 
[Laughs] 


Nevertheless, | really did get into a traffic accident. Once, on my way to 
the park to play with my friends, | ran out into the street and got hit on 
the side by a sedan. | rolled over the top of the car—the hood, wind- 
shield, top, rear window, then the trunk. Strangely, | wasn’t seriously 
injured and played in the park afterwards. 


Actually, there was also another incident. 


My sister and | were riding together in a car. It was just the two of us 
and as we were going down a hill, a car suddenly appeared and we hit 
its side. | was sitting in the backseat and was launched forward like a 
catapult. My sister was so surprised she called out, “Mako, you're fly- 
ing!” Strangely, | wasn’t injured that time either, and we decided not to 
tell our mother. [Laughs] 


REALQ: Did your way of thinking change after the accident? 


Yukimura: | think that if it did change, | wasn’t conscious of it. Despite 
being a near-death experience, it was a miracle | wasn't injured. Му 
mother getting angry at me afterward was more frightening. [Laughs] 


In terms of my “way of thinking,” Гт a little different. Like something 

in me is lacking. It’s often the case that for some reason | don’t fully 
comprehend a conversation even if Гт really trying to concentrate on 
what the other person is saying. What's the reason? If I’m honest about 
it, its because ГИ start thinking about something else, even if it's just 
for a moment. 


REALQ: Did you also have trouble paying attention during class 
at school? 


Yukimura: Yeah. Especially classes that didn’t interest me. | continued 
to have this problem in high school, where Га often be sitting in class 
and before | realized it, the bell would ring. However, my notebook 
would have stuff drawn in it... manga. 


REALQ: Didn’t teachers or friends say anything? 
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Yukimura: Іп high school, | didn’t have much of a social life, so nobody 
said anything. | went to reasonably academic schools [REALQ Editor’s 
note: Yukimura graduated from Chuo University and Suginami High 
School] and my peers studied quite hard. The feeling that | was so 
different from most of the people around me had a big effect on me. | 
didn’t fit in. | lived in my own world. 


REALQ: Did student life give you anxiety? 


Yukimura: Anxiety was the only thing | really felt. In a way, isn’t school 
a microcosm for society? Despite it being a microcosm, there’s this 
feeling of being left behind. That made me really anxious and sad. But 
as a result of suffering in this way, | realized that society existed out- 
side of this microcosm—a kind of society that | had never experienced 
inside the microcosm of school. 


Photographic by Keita Yasukawa 


REALQ:What lead you to have this epiphany? 


Yukimura: It occurred to me out of the blue one day when І was 
feeling totally devastated. | was 16. One autumn day after school | 
thought to myself, “ГІІ finish high school because if | don't, it will make 
my parents sad. But participating in a society reflected in this kind of 
microcosm will be impossible." It was just like that moment when a cup 
is filled to the brim with water and suddenly the surface tension breaks 
and it overflows. 


However, thinking this made me feel better. Until that point, the “ruler” 
for determining success since the first year of high school had been 
getting good grades, getting into a good college, and then finding a job 
with a good company. This ruler contained within it a system of values 
for how one should live their life. When | decided that this was not 

the ruler | wanted to use to measure my own life, things became a lot 
easier for me. | used to get burnt out worrying so much about getting 
decent enough grades that would allow me to get into university. Like, 
“please let me just graduate!” Realizing that there was another way to 
live was a lifesaver. 


Of course, | think it made my parents nervous. In that era, there was 
still a deeply rooted notion that one’s academic background was im- 
portant and working for a good company made you a good person. 
Back then, this was like saying, “Your child is the type of kid who won't 
find their way in the world.” 


It was like throwing away the most important ruler and replacing it 
with a new ruler that was a little bent and covered with indecipherable 
markings. [Laughs] 


REALQ: Was there anyone from your high school days who had 
an influence on you? 


Yukimura: A teacher who taught classical literature. He was appar- 
ently a teacher with quite bizarre interpretations of the material. More 
than anything else, what left the greatest impression on me was when 
he used class time to talk about how wonderful Michael Ende was [RE- 
ALQ Editor’s note: a German writer of children’s fiction]. He introduced 
me to The Never Ending Story. Once | knew about Michael Ende, he 
became an influence on me. 


It was the first book | knew of in which someone wrote a book because 
he had a sense of obligation and a goal in relation to society and the 
world. | thought that someone who wrote a book because he felt that it 
was something he had to do was a rather beautiful thing to wish for. 


REALQ: Next up... Yukimura discusses the connection between 
himself and Thorfinn Karlsefni, the protagonist of his Vinland 
Saga. 15 there anything that makes you hesitate when you draw 
your manuscripts? 
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Yukimura: For characters, it's probably the hands. Hands take time 
to do well. The strength of a спагасіег 5 grip on а sword, for example. 
Male and female hands are hard to differentiate, too. Hands are the 
most expressive part of a character, after the face. 


Гуе heard that you can tell a person’s personality from their hands, so 
| always look at them. [Laughs] 


You can fake a facial expression, but your hands will show how hard 
you work—or how hard you don't. 


If you show the спагасіег 5 life in their hands, you'll get a good result. 


REALQ: When did you start paying attention to how you drew 
hands? 


Yukimura: Since | was young. But | still find it difficult now. 

When | look at the work of other manga artists, sometimes the faces 
are well drawn, but the hands are not. To put it bluntly, if | were to 
choose among artists, | would choose them by how they draw their 
hands. 


REALQ: Is there anyone whose work you reference? 


Yukimura: lm especially influenced by artists with high amounts of 
realism. When it comes to hands, it’s gotta be Katsuhiro Otomo. 
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Photographic by Keita Yasukawa 


It's not just his hands, though. It's everything. [Laughs] 


Also, the young, up-and-coming artists are all quite good. Their hands 
are pretty, but you can see the structure clearly as well. 


REALQ: Any thoughts on these hands? [While looking at Sigurd’s 
hands in the manuscript] 


Yukimura: Yes. These hands are drawn fairly well. Іп Sigurd’s case, de- 
spite the muscularity, his hands are not rough. That’s because he has 
his underlings do the tough work. In Thorfinn's case, he has many small 
cuts, and there is more cracked and peeling skin. 


REALO: Are there any scenes іп Vinland Saga strongly influenced 
by your own experience? 


Yukimura: When Thorfinn is on his knees, apologizing. [Laughs] 


The part where he says, “Please. | won’t ask you to forgive me, but 
allow me to live a bit longer.” I've been drawing manga for 20 years. 
There's always a shadow of guilt that hangs over me. I’m sorry for be- 
ing so selfish. So, | feel | have to, at the very least, draw something that 
readers will love... Гт nothing without that. 


Thorfinn is a young viking from medieval Europe. Since his teens, 

he’s pillaged, fought in wars, and done many other terrible things. His 
feelings change as he grows, and he starts to feel guilt for his past 
actions. The ghosts of those he killed appears in his dreams, and he is 
ravaged by nightmares. 


| am only here today because of the care of those around те. І am 
truly thankful. If anything about Thorfinn comes from my experiences, 
it has to be this. 


In his current state, the protagonist has no right to convict anyone 
else. No matter what kind of scoundrel he meets, Thorfinn always feels 
that he has done something worse in the past. | think it's good this 
Way. 
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REALQ: Did you know from the beginning that Thorfinn would 
become the way he did? 


Yukimura: Yeah. The story began with the premise that the protag- 
onist is fated to have done many terrible things. He goes from being 
the oppressor to being the oppressed, and in doing so, he learns 
many things and becomes an adult. He then departs, saying, “І will go 
to a new land beyond the sea and build a peaceful country.” That is 
an escape from the values that dominated European society. They do 
not feel that it is bad to wage war and plunder other countries. And, 
although their opponents are human beings, they believe they have the 
right to make the weak into slaves and kill them if they need be. Іп the 
society of that time, such things were seen as good things. Thorfinn 
experiences—and hates—both. But he is powerless to change the 
system... So he decides to leave. There will be terrible bloodshed if he 
decides to change the world. So he leaves it to Canute. Because Can- 
ute has the power and the shorter path. “І am different,” he says. “І will 
live in a different way.” 


When | put it into words, it seems like a lot of what | think is reflected 
in my work. [Laughs] 
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Photographic by Keita Yasukawa 


REALQ: From your childhood experiences and your writing pro- 
cess, | get the feeling you are a perfectionist who doesn’t com- 
promise when it comes to goals or ideals. Do the people around 
you feel the same way? 
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Yukimura: І think І ат а perfectionist. In the past, my seniors апа 
teachers would say, “If 100 points is amazing work and O points is 
nothing, it’s easy to get to 80 points. However, each point beyond that 
is incredibly difficult. Past 90, it's so rough that you'll start spitting 
blood. And nobody gets to 100." 


| don't know if, by absolute standards, my work is at 80 points. But, 

for my own standards, | care a lot about each of those 1 or 2 points 
beyond 80. І care so much that others see the changes | make and say, 
"He pushed back the deadline for this? What's changed?" [Laughs] 


Гуе even rewritten an entire manuscript before. 


КЕАГО: Is it really rough when you have to throw out a whole 
manuscript? 


Yukimura: It's sad that to know the work won't produce results, but 
the worst possible thing for me is to feel regret afterwards. If | can 
choose to suffer for a brief moment as | draw, then ІЛІ do it. The re- 
grets afterward stay around much longer... 


REALO: Are you happy about the reactions of your overseas 
readers? 


Yukimura: Yeah. It’s encouraging to know they like my work. Especially 
when І heard some of them were reading Vinland Saga side-by-side 
with a dictionary. | forgot which language they were translating from 
and into, though. [Laughs] 
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REALQ: Let me change the subject: Advice from adults to chil- 
dren... Do you think it’s important to emphasize the importance 
of having dreams? Should we tell kids to have dreams and tell 
them their dreams will come true? 


Yukimura: | used to think dreams were just desires. However, | was a 
good-for-nothing back then, so | think | was being resentful. [Laughs] 
At the very least, | don’t think doing whatever you want to do is a 
beautiful thing. That’s just you doing what you want to do. The truly 
beautiful things are helping others, volunteering, things like that... Find- 
ing a home for a stray dog, or doing things that no other person wants 
to do—that's beautiful. 


This includes me, but to do what you want to do is simply selfishness. І 
received my role in society, but | couldn't carry it out. | wasn't a modest 
enough person for that. | said such things because І thought І would 
do what | wanted to do no matter what other people said to me. 


It's the same for everyone, І think. Those who do what they want and 
succeed are simply the ones who ended up with a place in society. It's 
a miracle. After all, what some people want is to carry out meaningless 
terrorism... But it’s the same thing. Both are “dreams.” 


REALQ: If you could give an hour of advice to your younger self, 
what would you say? 


Yukimura: Га say, reflexively, to be 3 times as careful of oncoming 
traffic. [Laughs] 


More seriously, Га say, "You're worried that you're inferior to others. 
But don't worry.” Га tell myself that there isn't only one ruler to mea- 
sure yourself by. “Humans come in all sorts,” Га say. "There's not a 
single number line that we all stand оп.” 


Text by Shuta Miura 
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Vagn, a rival to Floki .-. | | Dase of the Jomsvikings. Floki 
for power, had Thorfinn ER | plots to make his grandson Baldr 
taken to his base of the next leader of the band. 
strength. But barm መ — ሀ sent barm to assassinate 

Y killed Vagn, and Thorkell + Ў la Thorfinn, who has a rightful claim. 

г m up leading his HE | 
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In 2017, a DNA test run on the body found in a Viking warrior's grave in Sweden 
: 4 found that it was female. They knew she was a Warrior because there was а 
23 ) sword and bow placed in the grave with the body. The idea that she could have 
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been a warrior in life was quite a shock to me. A look at history generally 
suggests that no matter where you goon the globe, it’s the men who wield 
Violence, and the women who suffer on account of it.\Roughly speaking, history 
is а chronicle of wars, and wars are basically when a bunch of hotheaded men 
get together and blow off steam. | feel awful for the women of the world. The 
problem iSsmen idolize power They want to solve everything through strength. 
21 They become obsessed with winning.and losing and Killing. Maybe it's just the 

x > | increase in physical stamina that makes them act that way. So what kind of i 
person was.the woman in the-Swedish warrior s grave? Did she ever kill anyone 
with that sword? Was she, in fact; a warrior^ [ so, did she want to be one? 
Or-was there some set of circumstances that forced her to pick up the sword? 
| It's fascinating-to.me. There's no жаў Гог me to. knowhow she felt about any 
| Qf this, AIL T can do is pray that she wasn't 
| simpli à Victim-to-man’s history of power. 
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